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Rav S.R. Hirsch on Haftoros: Shabbos Chol HaMoed Sukkos .11
that happy future. He visualises the last assault of the nations against the
Truth proclaimed on Zion under a leader who is called “Gog”. It does
not seem far-fetched to recognise in this name 1 — writes SR.H. in the
commentary on Numb. XXIX,13, p. 495, (to which refer for the full expo-
sition I.L.)—the idea of building a roof, from 21 and thereby at once see the
contrast to ™0, the unstable weak covering of foliage. And actually the
whole history of mankind can be taken to consist of this contrast. One
erroneous conception leads to another. Just as they are given the power
to use their own strength to fix the boundaries of their own sphere and
make it safe and secure against their earthly contemporaries by mapY, by
strongly built artificial walls, so do they imagine they have to use their
power to make themselves safe and sure against that which comes from
above, against God and the influence of His Power of directing matters.
They think they can betake themselves under the protection of their own
might, can take their fate in their own hands, and can crown the building
up of human greatness by gabled roofs, rendering them independent of
God. It is the battle of 2 against "W the fight of the “roof-illusion” of
human greatness which never allows Man to come to repose, against the
w" of cheerful confidence and quietness which puffing one's

st in God's protection grants. World-history started with the building
ofi:a tower towering up to heaven by the self-worship of human power —
and will end with the happy harmonious human life on carth building
booths admowledging God”. — —
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